Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.011 Å; disorder in main residue; R factor = 0.052; wR factor = 0.154; data-to-parameter ratio = 13.2.
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D-HÁ
chain attached to a positively charged nitrogen atom. Synthesis of 3-alkoxy-2-hydroxypropyl-N,N,N-trimethylpropan-1-aminium bromides (RTABs) was described by Yin et al. (1998) . As a part of the studies on the chemistry of surfactants, we report here the crystal structure of the title compound (I).
In (I) (Fig. 1 ), all bond lengths and angles are normal and correspond to those observed in the related compounds (Koh et al., 1993; Fu et al., 2009; Liu et al., 2010) . The C3-O2 and C4-O2 bond lengths are 1.411 (10) and 1.373 (7) Å, respectively. The cation and anion are connected by O-H···Br hydrogen bond (Table 1) forming an ionic pair. The cation is disordered over two conformations related by the mirror plane, and anion is situated on a mirror plane so asymmetric unit contains a half of the ionic pair.
The crystal packing exhibits weak intermolecular C-H···O interactions (Table 1) .
Experimental
The reaction was carried out under nitrogen atmosphere. Trimethylammonium bromide (0.12 mol) and tetradecyl glcidyl ether (0.1 mol) were added to a stirred solution of ethanol (100 ml) and stirred at 320 K for 24 h. H, 10.72; N, 3.41. Found (%): C, 58.48, H, 10.82 N, 3.48 .
Refinement
All H atoms were placed geometrically and treated as riding on their parent atoms with O-H distances of 0.85 Å, C-H distances of 0.97 Å (methylene), C-H distances of 0.96 Å (methyl). TheU iso (H) values were set at 1.2U eq for the methylene H atoms and at 1.5U eq for other H atoms.
Figures Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title compound, with atom labeling scheme and 50% probability displacement ellipsoids [symmetry code: (A) x, 1/2-y, z]. Only one conformation of the cation is shown. Dashed line denotes hydrogen bond. C-bound H-atoms omitted for clarity. 
